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AS KIDS GROW, 
STAY-AT-HOME 
MOM ENTERS 
NEW LIFE PHASE 


CONGRESS TAX REFORM 
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Senate tax bill 


OK exp 


ected 


after dealing 


Democrats deride GOP 
action as a gift to the 
wealthiest Americans. 


By Alan Fram, Marcy Gordon 
and Stephen Ohlemacher 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Republicans used 
aburst of eleventh-hour horse-trad- 
ing Friday to edge a $1.4 trillion 
tax bill to the brink of Senate pas- 
sage, as a party starved all year for 
a major legislative triumph took a 
giant step toward giving President 
Donald Trump one of his top pri- 
orities by Christmas. 

“We have the votes,” Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McCon- 
nell, R-Ky., declared after lead- 
ers swayed holdout senators by 
agreeing to fatten tax breaks for 
millions of businesses and let peo- 
ple deduct local property taxes. 

Party leaders hoped for Senate 
approval later Friday on a mea- 
sure that focuses the bulk of its 
tax reductions on businesses and 
higher-earning individuals, gives 
more modest breaks to others and 
would be the boldest rewrite of 


ALSO INSIDE 
» House and Senate tax bill pro- 
visions compared, A10 


the nation’s tax system since 1986. 

Republicans touted the package 
as one that would benefit people 
of all incomes and ignite the econ- 
omy. Even an official projection of 
a $1 trillion, 10-year flood of deeper 
budget deficits couldn’t dissuade 
nearly all GOP senators from ral- 
lying behind the bill. 

“Obviously, I’m kind ofa dino- 
saur on the fiscal issues,” said 
Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn., the only 
announced GOP opponent, who 
battled to keep the measure from 
worsening the government’s accu- 
mulated $20 trillion in IOUs. 

The Republican-led House 
approved a similar bill last month 
in what has been a stunningly swift 
trip through Congress for legisla- 
tion that impacts the breadth of 
American society and is hundreds 
of pages long. 

After spending the year’s first 
nine months futilely trying to 
repeal President Barack Obama’s 
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Senate Majority Whip John Cornyn, R-Texas, listens to a question 
about the tax bill from a reporter as he leaves the Senate chamber 
Friday in Washington. JACQUELYN MARTIN / ASSOCIATED PRESS 


CONTINUING COVERAGE SEXUAL HARASSMENT 


Tax dollars settled 
Farenthold lawsuit 


House account paid out 
$84,000 over sexual 
harassment complaint. 


By Nolan Hicks 
nhicks@statesman.com 


U.S. Rep. Blake 
Farenthold, 
whose district 
includes parts 
of Bastrop and 
Caldwell coun- 
ties, has re- 
portedly used 
$84,000 in tax- 
payer money to settle a sexual ha- 
rassment complaint brought by 
his former spokeswoman. 

The Corpus Christi Republican 
is the only known sitting mem- 


Farenthold 
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» State House updates its 
sexual harassment policy, A6 


ber of Congress to have used the 
House account to pay an accuser, 
according to Politico, which broke 
the story Friday. NBC News sub- 
sequently confirmed the report. 

The money came from a con- 
gressional Office of Compliance ac- 
count, Politico and NBC reported. 

“While I 100% support more 
transparency with respect to 
claims against members of Con- 
gress, I can neither confirm nor 
deny that settlement involved 
my office as the Congressional 
Accountability Act prohibits me 
from answering that question,” 
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RUSSIA PROBE 


AGGIES’ 
NEW BOSS 


A&M pays big, gets new 
coach in FSU’s Jimbo Fisher 


Flynn admits 
to FBI about 


Ex-national security adviser 
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HELPING 
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EMPOWERED 
IN NEW BOOK 


lying 


Russia 


Flynn says members of 


pleads guilty, is cooperating Trump's inner circle helped 


with Mueller’s investigation. 


pP 


Former national security adviser Micha 
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direct outreach to Kremlin. 


el Flynn leaves a Washington, D.C., court on Friday after pleading 


guilty to a single count of lying to the FBI about contacting Russian officials on behalf of Donald Trump. 
He is the first Trump White House official to admit guilt in the Russia probe. CHIP SOMODEVILLA / GETTY IMAGES 


By Eric Tucker and Chad Day 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Michael Flynn, 
the retired general who cam- 
paigned at Donald Trump’s 
side and then served as his first 
national security adviser, pleaded 
guilty Friday to lying to the FBI 
about reaching out to the Rus- 
sians on Trump’s behalf and said 
members of the president’s inner 
circle were intimately involved 
with — and at times directing — 
his contacts. 

Court papers didn’t name the 
senior officials, but The Associ- 


EAST AUSTIN SCHOOLS 


Senior adviser 
Jared Kushner 
was involved 
with Russian 
contacts, the 
AP has learned. 


ated Press has confirmed that 
they were Trump’s son-in-law 
and senior White House adviser 
Jared Kushner and former dep- 
uty national security adviser KT 
McFarland, who is now up for an 
ambassadorship. 

Flynn’s plea could be a crucial 
development in the wide-ranging 


ALSO INSIDE 
» Pugnacious ex-general’s fall 
was as swift as his rise, A9 


criminal investigation into pos- 
sible coordination between the 
Trump campaign and Russia to 
influence the 2016 U.S. presiden- 
tial election in Trump’s favor, 
because it means Flynn is now 
required to cooperate with fed- 
eral investigators. 

His plea to a single felony count 
of false statements made him the 
first official of the Trump White 


Flynn continued on A9 


AISD plans to shutter 3 schools as part 
of consolidation starting in August 


Some question district’s 
efforts in helping the 
low-enrollment schools. 


By Melissa B. Taboada 
mtaboada@statesman.com 


Austin district administrators 
have put plans in motion to shut- 
ter a handful of East Austin ele- 
mentary schools as early as next 
August and rebuild three of them. 

All six of the schools chosen for 
consolidation — Brooke, Norman, 
Sims, Metz, Sanchez and Zavala 
— have low enrollment, which 
qualifies them for closure under 
a district facilities plan. But plans 
adopted by the school board last 
summer had assured school com- 
munities that the district would 
give them time and work to help 
boost enrollment before consid- 


ering any school closures. Com- 
munity members are question- 
ing the district’s efforts in help- 
ing the schools, given the fast 
pace it has set for closing them. 

Documents show that district 
officials plan to close up to three 
of them by August. 

“The successful passage of the 
recent bond showed taxpayers 
entrusted AISD with reinvent- 
ing the urban school experience, 
including necessary steps, which 
would be irresponsible to ignore,” 
Superintendent Paul Cruz said 
Friday. A “continuing trend of 
declining enrollment in some 
areas of Austin ISD has created 
challenges that must be addressed 
with clear, intentional solutions 
— including community input 
to provide modernized learning 
spaces our students deserve.” 

Under the district’s plan, one 


of two East Austin elementaries 
— Norman or Sims — would close 
and consolidate with the other 
campus. A planning team has 
until Jan. 16 to determine which 
school will close, according to a 
district timeline. The remaining 
school would be rebuilt for $25 
million and open August 2020. 

The plans also call for Brooke 
Elementary to close, with its stu- 
dents moving to Ortega, Linder/ 
Uphaus or Govalle, one of which 
would be rebuilt into a 522-stu- 
dent, $32.5 million campus open- 
ing in August 2020. 

Zavala, Sanchez and Metz ele- 
mentaries also will be consoli- 
dated, district documents show, 
and that planning team has until 
June 7 to decide which would 
be rebuilt, with the other two 


Schools continued on A5 


NATION & WORLD, A2 
Trump denies Tillerson 
is being shown the door 


President calls reports — from 
senior White House officials 

— “fake news,’ but airing of plan 
may hurt secretary’s credibility. 


NATION & WORLD, A4 
Acquittal of migrant 
raises conservativeire 


Trump, Sessions rail against 
“sanctuary cities” after jury clears 
undocumented Mexican manin 
2015 San Francisco slaying. 


METRO & STATE, BI 
Police: Officer stops 
road rage shooting 


Off-duty Austin police detective 
shoots and wounds aman who 
was firing into a vehicle in Burnet 
County, officials say. 
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